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From the Editor:

A Rare Victory over the Army Bureaucrats

By Ed Offley

Brad Giordani’s long struggle with the Army bureaucrats may be nearly over, and countless
thousands of American troops in Iraq and Afghanistan will have reason to celebrate.

Giordani’s firm, Militec Inc. of Waldorf, Md., manufactures a synthetic-based weapon lubricant
called MILITEC-1 Synthetic Metal Conditioner. The lubricant is used by dozens of state and
federal agencies including the United States Secret Service, Coast Guard, Immigration &
Naturalization Service and U.S. Marshall Service.

MILITEC-1 first became a news topic last spring after widespread allegations emerged from
Operation Iragi Freedom that the Pentagon’s longstanding weapon lubricant, CLP (for Cleaner,
Lubricant and Protectorant), had caused numerous weapons to jam during combat in the Iraqi
desert. The most famous incident involved the ambush of the 507th Ordnance Maintenance
Co. in Nasiriyah, Iraq. Iraqi fighters killed 11 soldiers (including two from another unit),
wounded nine and took six prisoner, including Pfc. Jessica Lynch, after all of the soldiers’
weapons jammed during a 45-minute running firefight.

As I noted in an earlier column (*Wrong Lubricant, Jammed Weapons, Dead Soldiers,”
DefenseWatch, June 18, 2003), experts in the field had complained for years that CLP was
ineffective in a desert environment such as Iraq, where the sand has the consistency of talcum
powder. Retired Lt. Col. Robert Kovacic, who works for a defense contractor in Kuwait that
trains U.S. military units, told DefenseWatch, “I can say with complete assuredness, from
many, many observations [of training exercises], that CLP does not work. I did not use it ... at
Fort Polk (because it did not prevent rust, I don’t care what the government says), and it sure
as hell does not work here.”

What made the MILITEC-1 lubricant a matter of controversy was the fact on the eve of combat
operations in Iraq, Army bureaucrats responsible for monitoring and approving acquisition of
weapons lubricants had arbitrarily blocked Militec Inc. from being able to sell its product to a







